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SUBJ: REFERENDUM/PLEBISCITE QUESTIONS 

FOLLOWING IS VERBATIM TEXT OF REFERENDUM/PLEBISCITE BALLOT: 

1 . REFERENDUM: 


DO YOU WANT MARTIAL LAW TO BE CONTINUED? 

2. PLEBISCITE: 


WHETHER OR NOT YOU WANT MARTIAL LAW TO BE CONTINUED, 

DO YOU APPROVE THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION? 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE SEOND QUESTION, THE REFERENDUM 
SHALL HAVE THE EFFECT OF A PLEBISCITE WITHIN THE CONTEMPLATION 
OF SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE XVI OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

3. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: 


(1) THERE SHALL BE, IN LIEU OF THE INTERIM NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, AN INTERIM BATASANG PAMBANSA. MEMBERS OF THE 
INTERIM BATASANG PAMBANSA WHICH SHALL NOT BE MORE THAN 120, 
UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW, SHALL INCLUDE THE 
INCUMBENT PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES, REPRESENTATIVES 
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ELECTED FROM THE DIFFERENT REGIONS OF THE NATION, THOSE 
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WHO SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE ELECTED 
BY THEIR RESPECTIVE SECTORS, AND THOSE CHOSEN BY THE 
INCUMBENT PRESIDENT FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE CABINIET. 
REGINAL REPRESENTATIVES SHALL BE APPORTIONED AMONG THE 
REGIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NUMBER OF THEIR RESPEC- 
TIVE INHABITANTS AND ON THE BASIS OF A UNIFORM AND 
PROGRESSIVE RATIO WHILE THE SECTORS SHALL BE DETERMINED 
BY LAW. THE NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH REGION 
OR SECTOR AND THE MANNER OF THEIR ELECTION SHALL BE 
PRESCRIBED AND REGULATED BY LAW. 

(2) THE INTERIM BATASANG PAMBANSA SHALL HAVE THE 

SAME POWERS AND ITS MEMBERS SHALL HAVE THE SAME FUNCTIONS, 
RESPONSIBILITIES, RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND DISQUALIFICA- 
TIONS AS THE INTERIM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE REGULAR 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE MEMBERS THEREOF. HOWEVER, 

IT SHALL NOT EXERCISE THE POWER PROVIDED IN ARTICLE VIII, 
SECTIN 14(1) OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

(3) THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SHALL, WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE ELECTION AND SELECTION 

OF THE MEMBERS, CONVENE THE INTERIM BATASANG PAMBANSA 
AND PRESIDE OVER ITS SESSIONS UNTIL THE SPEAKER SHALL 
HAVE BEEN ELECTED. THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT OF THE 
PHILIPPINES SHALL BE THE PRIME MINISTER AND HE 
SHALL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE ALL HIS POWERS EVEN AFTER 
THE INTERIM BATASANG PAMBANSA IS ORGANIZED AND READY 
TO DISCHARGE ITS FUNCTIONS AND LIKEWISE HE SHALL 
CONTINUE TO EXERCISE HIS POWERS AND PREROGATIVES 
UNDER THE NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY FIVE CONSTITUTION 
AND THE POWER VESTED IN THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME 
MINISTER UNDER THIS CONSTITUTION. 

(4) THE PRESIDENT (PRIME MINISTER) AND HIS 

CABINET SHALL EXERCISE ALL THE POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, 

AND DISCHARGE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE REGULAR 
PRESIDENT (PRIME MINISTER) AND HIS CABINET, AND SHALL 
BE SUBJECT ONLY TO SUCH DISQUALIFICATIONS AS THE 
PRESIDENT (PRIME MINSTER) MAY PRESCRIBE. THE 
PRESIDENT (PRIME MINISTER) IF HE SO DESIRES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 MANILA 15926 13 1222Z 

MAY APPOINT A DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OR AS MANY DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTERS AS HE MAY DEEM NECESSARY. 

(5) THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT SHALL CONTINUE TO 
EXERCISE LEGISLATIVE POWERS UNTIL MARTIAL LAW SHALL 
HAVE BEEN LIFTED. 

(6) WHENEVER IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE PRESIDENT 
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(PRIME MINISTER), THERE EXISTS A GRAVE EMERGENCY OR 
A THREAT OR IMMINENCE THEREOF, OR WHENEVER THE INTERIM 
BATASANG PAMBANSA OR THE REGULAR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
FAILS OR IS UNABLE TO ACT ADEQUATELY ON ANY MATTER 
FOR ANY REASON THAT IN HIS JUDGMENT REQUIRES IMMEDIATE 
ACTION, HE MAY, IN ORDER TO MEET THE EXIGENCY, ISSUE 
THE NECESSARY DECREES, ORDERS OR LETTERS OF INSTRUCTIONS, 
WHICH SHALL FORM PART OF THE LAW OF THE LAND. 

(7) THE BARANGAYS AND SANGUNIANS SHALL CONTINUE AS 
PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED BUT THEIR FUNCTIONS, POWERS, AND 
COMPOSITION MAY BE ALTERED BY LAW. 

REFERENDA CONDUCTED THRU THE BARANGAYS AND UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS MAY BE CALLED 
AT ANY TIME THE GOVERNMENT DEEMS IT NECESSARY TO ASCERTAIN 
THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE REGARDING ANY IMPORTANT MATTER 
WHETHER OF NATIONAL OR LOCAL INTEREST. 

(8) ALL PROVISIONS OF THIS CONSTITUTION OT INCONSISTENT 
WITH ANY OF THESE AMENDMENTS SHALL CONTINUE IN FULL FORCE 
AND EFFECT. 

(9) THESE AMENDMENTS SHALL TAKE EFFECT AFTER THE 
INCUMBENT PRESIDENT SHALL HAVE PROCLAIMED THAT THEY 
HAVE BEEN RATIFIED BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST IN 
THE REFERENDUM/PLEBISCITE. 

STULL 
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